
Graduate Council 
Minutes 
Faculty Club 
Time 3:00 PM 
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 

Dr. Harold Pardue Called the Meeting to Order at 3:07 p.m. and facilitated introductions. 

Members Present: Elizabeth Adams, Gwendolyn Pennywell, James Stefurak, Eric Loomis, Clive Woods, Leigh Minchew, 
Blair Saale, Aishwarya Prakash, Ben (Huubinh) Le, Neil Schwarz, Joyce Pittman, Ryan Benton, Evan Butlig, Norma Jean 
Tanner, Ashley Suggs, Heather Nix, DeAnna Cobb, Avery Robinson, Ashley Gibson 
Members Absent: Mark Taylor, Sytske Kimball, Kevin West, Jaclyn Bunch, Jessica McCarty 
Guests: Denise Robb, Angela Coleman, David Furman, Jeremy Hatcher, Lisa LaCross 

1. Dr. Stefurak moved to approve the November 6, 2023 meeting draft minutes. The motion carried. 

2. The order of the agenda was adopted after it was revised to accommodate the guest presenters. 

3. Graduate Dean’s Report― Dr. Harold Pardue advised he and Christa Russell, our 3MT winner, attended the 
Council of Southern Graduate Schools 2024 Annual Meeting in Greenville, SC March 13-15 (Wednesday-Friday), 
2024. He noted that Christa did a great job presenting. He noted there was stiff competition and other 
Universities appear to provide a significant amount of coaching to support their presenters. R1 Committee 
Update: Dr. Harold Pardue noted the University has to have $50 million in research expenditures and graduate at 
least 70 Ph.D.s per year (The most recent number is 54). Budget: Dr. Pardue � support 



/departments/academicaffairs/curriculum-review/

